Enzyme abnormalities in the porphyrias.
Evidence is presented that each of the porphyrias represents a different inborn error of metabolism in haem biosynthesis. Control of the pathway takes place by feedback repression and inhibition by haem of delta-aminolaevulinic-acid synthase. It is suggested that insituations where the activity of this enzyme is derepressed, prophobilinogen deaminase represents a secondary control step.